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General contractors look into crystal ball to forecast 2009

By CARLOS RICO

The-Daily Transcript

SAN DIEGO — As the United
States says goodbye to 2008 and

looks ahead to 2009, there is a lot of

cloudiness in the construction indus-
try on when the market will improve.

Some San Diego general contrac-
tors and leaders in the industry
looked into their crystal ball to lend

some insight on what could happen
next year.

“There is a very good chance that
we are going to see construction cost
decrease in (back-to—back) years for
the first time in 70 years,” said Ted
Bumgardner, punc:lpdl at Gafcon.

The price of steel, lumber, alu-
minum, copper and petroleum-based
products are decreasing, which is

driving the cost of construction
down.

One reason is, in part, that the
price of oil is dropping and also,
because of the amount of construc-
tion out there.

“I have talked to electrical suppli-
ers, heating and air supplier and sev-
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